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you have any outside help, get rid of it. Work singly, courage-
ously, intelligently with all the local help you can get ands
if you dp not succeed, blame only yourself and no one else and
.nothing else.5

Harijan, 2-3-1947
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NON-VIOLENCE WITHOUT RESERVATION
Gandhiji in his post-prayer address dealt with a question
which was as follows;
You have asked those provinces which have the necessary
courage to frame their own constitution and then ask the British
army to quit their territory as proof of the attainment of inde-
pendence. What, in your opinion, should be the basis of the
franchise in those free provinces of India ? Should communal
electorates be replaced by functional ones in the Assemblies?
Should there be functional instead of communal representation ?
Should there be joint electorates with reservation of se*ats for
communal minorities or functional groups ? Should there be
favoured representation of any group for the time being ? If so,
-of what group ? Should we have joint electorate, and full adult
franchise ?
Gandhiji's answer was unequivocal. Even one province-
'could frame its own constitution and enforce it, provided that
it was backed not by a majority of one but by an overwhelming
majority. Gandhiji held that no power on earth co*uld resist
the lovers of liberty who were ready not to kill opponents but
be killed by them. This was the view that he had enunciated
at one time. But today they had made considerable progress.
He put a favourable interpretation on the Cabinet Mission's
State Paper. So far as he could see they could not resist the
declared wish of a single province. If that was true of one
province, say Bengal, how much more.it was for a number of
provinces which the Constituent Assembly undoubtedly repre-
sented? But he was indifferent, to what the British Govern*
inent said so far as India's independence was concerned. That
with the people and no outside power. Nor was there